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Abstract

This paper examines the genesis of Kenzaburo
Oe’s literature by focusing on his early playwriting at
the University of Tokyo in the 1950s. By analyzing

the transition from his theatrical works to his debut
novel, this study elucidates a critical shift in Oe’s
expressive paradigm: a movement from the “repro-
duction of reality” to the “figuration of action.”

The paper argues that Oe’s innovative style was
not an isolated achievement but was deeply rooted in
a collective imagination shared with the “Foursome.”
Through a cross-disciplinary analysis of their later
careers in television, abstract painting, and British
Romanticism, this study demonstrates that their indi-
vidual pursuits resonated with a common underlying
spirit. Despite following divergent paths, each mem-
ber sought to transcend conventional realism to
address the systemic constraints of postwar Japan.
By internalizing theatrical elements within his novel-
istic prose, Oe succeeded in drawing the reader’s
consciousness directly into this enclosed reality.

This study ultimately repositions Oe’s early work
as a pivotal moment in which individual creativity
converged around the collective imagination of the
era.
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