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Challenges for vocational guidance and career guidance
- Viewed from the transition of the positioning on the curriculum -
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(Abstract)

Since 1947 when the new system of education began in Japan, vocational guidance
has been mainly done as part of school education, as it had been done before the war.
In the curriculum, this has been transitioning from vocational guidance to career guid-
ance and finally to career education at present. Over time, with several economic reces-
sions and prolonged economic downturn, such vocational guidance and career guidance
gradually became ineffective is the traditional guidance method and form. However, in
many schools, no changes were made to traditional guidance method. As a result, many
problems are exposed, including youth’s immature views on labor and profession, con-
cerns about their qualities and abilities as a member of society and a professional. To
improve this situation, the Government has been advocating the promotion of career
education since 1999. In this article, we reflect on the significance and definition of vo-
cational guidance and career guidance, as well as their position +in the curriculum and
extract outstanding issues in this field.
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