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(Abstract)

As a new driving force for economic development, the Chinese government advocated “Mass
Entrepreneurship and Innovation” policy. In response to this policy, as a trend of Chinese “Maker
movement,” many makerspaces have been built in various places in China.

This paper tried to clarify the development mechanism of makerspaces centering on the
comparison of the situation in Beijing and Shenzhen. Indeed, makerspaces in China are diversifying.
According to previous research, Shenzhen has many kinds of hardware manufacturers compared
to Beijing. In Shenzhen there are various types of makers and entrepreneurs, from beginners to
professionals, and it is confirmed that they constitute an advanced business ecosystem in the world.

The author visited some of the makerspaces in Beijing and Shenzhen and conducted an
interview. As a result, it turned out that the circumstances of the makerspaces in Beijing had a
different aspect from the situation at the time of opening and in the path of development than in
Shenzhen.

In Beijing, it could not be said that “in principio erat makerspace”. The companies visited
by the author had some sort of core resources first and then needed other resources. In this
development process, makerspaces were introduced among the companies, and each one followed
their own development.

On the other hand, the cases of Beijing and Shenzhen have the common matters. 1) The
companies in both regions basically emphasize business creation based on open innovation. 2) The
companies in the two regions are making good use of their policies for their own growth. 3) In both
cases, the companies were resonating with the social trend to support incubation. 4) Companies in
the both cases are focusing on changing ideas and developing next generation human resources.

Regarding future trends, the author would like to drill down on other day’s arguments.
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