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(Abstract)

There are many traditional craft industries all over Japan. However, these industries face
decline because of a slump in domestic demand at a time when their market share is being eroded
by cheaper overseas products. In particular, demand for many traditional handicrafts is dwindling
because of changes in people’ s lifestyle and living environment. As a result, the number of
companies and employees in the traditional craft industries has been decreasing over the years.

Given this background, the government has been promoting the nation’ s traditional craft
industries by supporting the development of new products and sales channels. In recent years,
the government has been focusing strongly on the development of overseas sales channels.
Considering that Japan s population will continue to decline in the future and demand for
traditional handicrafts is likely to dwindle further, efforts to develop overseas sales channels may
be an effective means of promoting the nation’ s traditional craft industries. While some companies
in these industries have successfully developed overseas sales channels, many have failed to do
so. Thus, this article will discuss the challenges facing the traditional craft companies that seek to

develop overseas sales channels.
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