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(Abstract)

This article tries to reinterpret Mandeville’s Fable of Bees in the 17" century from an
economic point of view, which made quite a stir in British society at that time. Mandeville cap-
tures the prosperity of British society in the modern age as a season of consumption with the
radical expression” Private Vices, Publick Benefits. Mandeville’s Fable of Bees shows how
consumption encourages the expansion of productive capacities, thereby increasing overall
employment and income. However, the increase in consumption seems to be an act of distur-
bance against the morale and behaviour of society for the purportedly simple people of the
church. Therefore, the enforcement of the customs was sought for instituted. On the other
hand, Mandeville wrote Fable of Bees with the intention of satirizing the upper class, who
preached frugality for the common people while indulging in luxuries (conspicuous consump-
tion) themselves. My interpretation of this paper is that its content is inherntly meaningful, far
beyond a playfull satire, and that Mandeville tells us something profound about the coming of

the modern civil society.
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