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(Abstract)

The ever-accelerating globalization in business and the ubiquitous application of new tech-
nologies into business processes that began from the second half of the twentieth century have
opened new frontiers in the theoretical researches in International Business Studies. In addi-
tion to theoretical researches focusing on competitive advantages among industries, regions,
and companies, now it is essential to shift research focus onto the business ecosystem that
incorporates a wider variety of actors, broader geographical environments, and more complex
related elements.

In this paper, we study the exiting business ecosystem theories in the global business field.
There are three parts in total to make a completed research, and this article is the first part.
In this paper, we explain the introduction of ecosystem from ecology to business arena, in
order to clarify the necessity of ecosystem concept in global business. Next we will classify
and review the concept of business ecosystem and the structure of business ecosystem, and

construct a foundation for theoretical research that will greatly facilitate future researches.
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