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(Abstract)

Goetz A. Briefs is commonly known as the founder of Industrial Sociology, which is
the theoretical foundation and research of internal social policy- a labor policy of German
enterprises. He contributed tremendously to the establishment of social market economy,
which formed the keynotes of the modern German economy. At the same time, he drafted
the framework for German type of industrial relations with trade unions and works council
as the two representative organizations for employees. In that sense, Briefs’ research, in fact,
contributes much to bring human resource management in Germany to light.

The paper aims to question why Briefs shifted from the study of National Economy to
labor issues in business management based on the literature review of the publication of
Weyermann and Schonitz and reveal how Briefs’ original viewpoint to question management
issues and how he deeply he is aware of them. In Weyermann and Schonitz’ private
economic studies, hypothesis in economic man in classical political economy becomes much
concrete as a contribution to the development of national economy. However, although
research on the private economy was important for Briefs, who conducted research on the
cartel, the establishment of a theory on private economy as a new research area remains as
a problem for students of national economics indeed.
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