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A Study on the Digital Rural City National Concept
and the Effectiveness of Residents’ Audit Requests
in Local Public Organizations
— From the perspective of the needs for proper internal
control and the monitoring function by residents —
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(Abstract)

This paper deals with some problems to be examined in promoting the digitization of local
governments regarding the Digital Rural City National Concept announced by national govern-
ment on November 9, 2021. The central idea of this concept is to promote telework and digital
implementation by issuing digital grants from the national government to each local govern-
ment. Various subsidies from the national government to local governments may have a positive
effect in the short term in each organization. But in some cases, like so-called “Hakomono
administration” that was often used in the past, it is quite possible that the event will finally
become negative effects. This paper gives an overview of the issues that each organization
should address regarding the digitization of local governments. I point out the importance of
the monitoring function of the residents who are the main stakeholder of each organization. I

also examined the effectiveness of the resident audit request as a resident monitoring function.
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