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(Abstract)

This article is a translation of Bernard de Mandeville’s anonymous poem from 1705 “The
Grumbling Hive” or “Knaves Honest” and his response to criticism of this poem. It is attempted
to reassess the significance of Mandeville’s economic explanations eveloped in “The Grumbling
Hive” by examining “The Fable of the Bees” or “Private Vices” from the perspective of eco-
nomic thinking. “The Grumbling Hive” has been already translated (as a poem) a few times, but
this article corrected some of the errors and inappropriate expressions in former translations
in order to make it more accessible, readable, and more readily understandable. Moreover, it is
reaffirmed that the explanation used in “The Fable of Bees” reveals Mandeville’s argument as
being a prototype for the economic principles which modern economics has established itself

on.
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