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Abstract

SCM has attracted attention as a new method of decreasing returns in present-day
Japan, while some people review the return institution in terms of environmental and
resource issues. That is SCM bridging the gap between supply and demand in order to
reduce returns. From a perspective of SCM, this paper examines the distribution
institution that has needs of returns, and discusses the viability of decreasing returns with
cooperative inventory management beyond distribution stage. Furthermore, the
effectiveness of this initiative is verified based on empirical analysis. The subject
industries are that of packaged foods and household goods that have very persistent return
institution.
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