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[Abstract]

Studies of modern history in recent years are showing new development by taking
advantage of the Freedom of Information Ordinance which became effective in 2001. On the
other hand, a release of classified documents related to diplomacy and defense is often not
open to public. Most important of all, it is probable that a subject of territorial sovereignty
overwhelmingly not disclosed. While this writer often attempting to request freedom of infor-
mation, not the documents on Territorial Negotiations but documents on peripheral
intelligence, particularly a process that led to negotiations, or publicity activity for negotia-
tion are easily released. In this manuscript, using documents that I was able to obtain, I
inspect the matter that the Japanese Government for the first time drafted and distributed
foreign PR material “Japanese Northern Territories” in Russian in April 1992. Concerning
this document, with what kind of intention this material was published at that time has been
debated for a long time. However, there has been a limit to how much reference materials
could be obtained, no investigation has been made to find out how the Japanese Government
evaluated and understood effectiveness of distribution of this brochure. In this manuscript, I
would like to close in on these unconfirmed conditions, using the Foreign Ministry’s internal
records.
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