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Abstract

Japan’s economy achieved unprecedented rapid growth in the postwar years. It
can be argued that the government's economic policies, which drove the miraculous
recovery from postwar economic devastation and led the nation towards a middle-class
consciousness, were successful from certain perspectives. People enjoy prosperity and
their satisfaction as consumers has increased. Despite this economic growth, economic
inequalities among people are increasing—a phenomenon that has emerged slowly.
Economists have advocated reconsidering the concepts of consumption and happiness,
and various debates are underway on the definition of a consumer.

What can marketing do to decrease inequalities? How can marketing contribute to
modern society? In 2014, what measures need to be taken for Japan's economy, which
has experienced two lost decades, to achieve those ends? The purpose of this article is
to suggest answers to those questions. It focuses on regional inequalities and discusses
cases in which positive measures are being taken to reduce inequalities. It also proposes
tentative assumptions for examining a better consumer life by studying trends of
economic inequalities and the economics of consumption.

This research output is part of joint research—Research on Trends of Economic

Inequalities and the Economics of Consumption—funded by the Department of
Commerce in FY2013.
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