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Abstract

When the record industry was developing in the early Showa period, a large
number of new popular songs started to be made. In this paper, the reason why the
“Marunouchi sound” became popular will be explored. The record industry did not
invent popular songs for the literary world and educational circles. Similarly, popular
songs were ignored by radio broadcasters. The critical point we can learn from the
promotion of the “Marunouchi sound” or the “Tokyo sound” was their large economic
influence. Each record company promoted its songs in the “cherry tree sound battle”
and the sale of popular music increased rapidly across Japan. Record makers cooperated
with movie theaters, department stores and newspaper companies to gain publicity for
their music. Indeed, it was possible to plan for the local promotion of media event as
a part of making hit records. So called “guidance” and the economic meaning of local
promotion was also included in the rise of the “Marunouchi sound”.
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