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(Abstract)

Food services have been expanding its market since 1970s, creating employment and
becoming indispensable for our daily lives. However, the researches in this field are far be-
hind the actual developments of the industry. Now is the time we have to clarify the range
of our study, in order to establish food service as an academic discipline, collect and solidify
the basic data concerning the objects of our researches, and share the fundamental concepts
on the theme.

This paper is focused on the clarification of our topics to cover, the basic data we can
share, and the ways food services have been dealt with so far in the Japan Standard Indus-
try Classification, which is regarded as the bases of the official statistics. It is found statisti-
cally quite clear referring to both official and private statistics that in its 60 years of long
and gradual development food service has been growing from a section of retailing into
one of the most productive service industries. As with its overall market expansion, there
have been a number of changes in ways of services themselves. Increasing packaged food
purchases at convenient stores are good examples. This paper illustrates that the index of
growing habit of ‘eating out’ and ‘ratio of meals eaten out’ show clearly the importance of
food service, as well as the changes of ways to calculate the index themselves.
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Last but not least, the issues are dealt with and discussed for food service study to
grow into an independent academic discipline.
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