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Abstract

It is the objective of this paper to give an introduction to the notion of what is often
described as “ social bank “ and “ social finance”. The specificity of this type of financial
institutions is that value-oriented mission characterizes them and activities while values
are poorly developed in the field of traditional and mainstream banking and finance.

In addition to this, this paper is giving an overview of Cooperative Banks in this field
and their opportunity of funding the new area (ex. Education and Culture) in which people
and firms have faced the difficulty to raise money, in other words, been excluded by
mainstream financial institutions. They have made a unique network among the people
who have been interested in such a field. And they have supplied the enterprises and
persons with original financial services to fill the financial gap.

Two cases of Cooperative Banks in Italy and Germany have made clear the functions,
missions, problems and prospects of social banks.
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