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(Abstract)

The aim of the present study was to examine differences in racket head trajectory
by comparing forehand short services by skilled players with those of novice badminton
players. The participants were nine skilled and nine novice players. As a result, when
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a short service motion was observed from the front, the racket head of skilled players
moved in a counter-clockwise direction from the right side of the participants bodies.
The racket head of novice players of all but except two moved in this clockwise
direction. The position of the racket head and the players at the moment of shuttle
impact for novice players were different from those for the skilled players. These
results indicated that the racket head trajectories of the novice players were different
from those by skilled players and each swing motion was related to the position of
the racket head and the player’s posture at the moment of shuttle impact. Based on
these results it is concluded that racket head trajectory may become a useful index in
evaluating the techniques of forehand short service by novice players.
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