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Abstract

This paper criticizes and examines the transition and specific characteristics of
concrete accounting standards concerning reprocessing from the dawn of Japan in
nuclear power plants to the present on current status and problems of nuclear fuel
cycle. The point which became clear here was that it was planned on the premise
that the value of uranium and plutonium recovered by reprocessing exceeded the
reprocessing cost. There is also a national policy to raise the energy self-sufficiency rate
of Japan with poor energy resources. There was a trial calculation that the reprocessing
cost exceeds the recovered uranium and plutonium worth since the construction of the
reprocessing plant in Rokkasho village began shortly.

However, although there are indications in the accounting standards, concrete
guidelines have not been issued, and they remain on the premise of reprocessing.
Moreover, there is also a postponement of repeated reprocessing plant operations
(specifically, manufacturing troubles of glass solidified bodies). It should turn to direct
disposal, but the reprocessing plan was continued as the national nuclear policy.

The accounting standard of nuclear power plants is a tool for dropping real
economic reality of nuclear power plant to financial statements to the last, but it was
also a tool that has intentionally pushed the nuclear fuel cycle up to now. In the future,
it is important not to formulate criteria that nuclear accounting standards promote the
“nuclear fuel cycle”, but to face the reality of the failed nuclear fuel cycle. The creation
of such a formulation leads to accountability of the failing nuclear fuel cycle.
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