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Roles and Issues of “Interim Guideline” in Damage Action
for the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station Accident
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This paper examines roles and issues of “Interim Guideline” in a nuclear damage claim law-
suit, focused on the plaintiff's solatium. Many people were damaged by the accident of
radioactive material released from the reactor of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.
The victims may receive damages from TEPCO Holdings through direct claims or ADR for
the amount of compensation stipulated in Interim Guideline established in accordance with
Article 18, Paragraph 2 of the Act on Compensation for Nuclear Damage. However, the
amount of compensation stipulated in Interim Guideline is not sufficient to cover their damage.
Therefore, they filed a lawsuit to seek damages exceeding it and not stipulated in. The Mae-
bashi and Tokyo district courts ruled that Interim Guideline is not judicial standard because it
is a voluntary dispute resolution guideline. The conclusion of this paper is that the role of
Interim Guideline gives a clue to “add-on”. The issue is that if Interim Guideline is not judicial
standard, damages recognized by the court will be less than the amount of compensation stipu-
lated in it. As a countermeasure against the issue, this paper advocates that Interim Guideline
is de facto judicial standard. This paper proposes the use of Interim guideline is not only for

voluntary dispute resolution but also in litigation.
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