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The Impact of Shelving the Northern Territory Return
— Learn a Lesson from the Failures of the Initial Return of Two Islands —
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(Abstract)

Prime Minister Abe has repeatedly stated that “I and Vladimir will end the Northern

Territories issue that has not been resolved for more than 70 years after the war.” Before

Putin arrived at the G20 Osaka Summit in June 2019, the Prime Minister’s advisers showed

an attitude as if the territorial issue was about to be resolved. Many media reported with high

hopes that the two islands will be returned. But now Putin is not willing to return any. The

so-called “initial return of two islands” has failed once in the early noughties when Prime

Minister Mori negotiated with the Russian side. This time, in order to learn from the mis-

takes, I decided to look back the negotiations of “initial return of two islands” in the noughties.
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