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Possibilities for the use of role-playing in moral education
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(Summary)

This study examines the possibilities for the use of role-playing in moral education.

First, the paper reviews the historical baskground of moral education, which was closely related
to the development of modern education in Japan. However, moral education has a tumultuous
past; it was caught up in the flow of events that lead to Japan’s defeat in the Second World War
after which the modern education system was established. This study raises the possibility of re-
acknowledging the need to provide moral education in view of the current educational environment.
Therefore, possibilities for the use of yakuwari engi (the Japanese term for role-playing) in the
context of providing moral education are considered. Moreover, to further effectively promote
learning in moral education, the relationship between the Japanese concept of role-playing (yakuwari
engi) and “role-playing” in the English-language sense were examined. This analysis indicated
that, if this application of role-playing is to be developed in the future, it will be necessary
to focus on points such as (1) the phrase yakuwari engi, (2) involvement in group
interactions, and (3) avoidance of the entrenchment of roles. Possibilities were examined
for incorporating role-playing in moral education through the process of improving on these
points.
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