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State of Socks Production Areas in Nara Prefecture: Challenges
associated with the Revitalization of these Areas
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(Abstract)

The Nara Prefecture is Japan's largest socks production area. However, the volume of
socks produced in the prefecture has witnessed a continuous decline since the 1990s.

The inexpensive socks imported in large quantities from China has been mainly
attributed to the decline in socks production in the socks producing areas in Japan, including
those in the Nara Prefecture. Imported socks account for 83.4% of the socks market in Japan.
Owing to these severe business circumstances, there has been a decline in the number of
socks producers in the Nara Prefecture. However, some of the socks manufacturers in the
prefecture have been developing new products or sales channels. They are also investing
efforts to build the reputation of the socks producing areas of the prefecture.

This study will discuss whether the recent efforts taken by the socks manufacturers in

the Nara Prefecture will lead to an increase in socks production and sales.
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