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Changes in the Evaluation of “historical heritage” in Local Communities:
The Case of Tomioka Silk Mill Registered as a World Cultural Heritage Site
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(Abstract)

This study aims to describe the changes in the evaluation of “historical heritage” in the
local community using the case of the Tomioka Silk Mill's World Heritage registration cam-
paign. Tomioka Silk Mill has been established in 1872 as a government-run model factory
and it has been remained as a private factory on the community for 115 years. In 2014, the
Tomioka Silk Mill was registered as a World Heritage site. Then, in this study, we examined
who and how the value of the Tomioka Silk Mill as a “historical heritage” had been evaluated.

However, at the local community level, the Tomioka Silk Mill was perceived as “the
place that is geographically near, but psychologically distant” to the citizens, and its historical
and cultural value was not properly evaluated. On the other hand, the citizens’ group engag-
ing in the World Heritage registration movement worked on public relations activities to
make Tomioka Silk Mill a public place open to the people, while evaluating it as an important
cultural property for Tomioka City, Gunma Prefecture, and Japan. As a result, the Tomioka
Silk Mill came to be regarded as a “symbol of Tomioka City” as a historical heritage in the
local community.
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