(AR — ]
i VOV PEBE D it L D (R G D 7' a & A 5B
— FE NI DX FED I H 6 DHIN -
Process Analysis of Residents” Consensus on Final Disposal Site
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Findings from the dialogue in the town of Suttsu
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Abstract

This is an attempt to analyze the "final disposal site for nuclear waste" issue from a
sociological perspective by analyzing the residents' consensus process. Shimokawa Town,
Hokkaido opposed becoming a "nuclear waste" testing site in the early 1980s. Toyo Town,
Kochi Prefecture opposed accepting "nuclear waste". We will focus on the town of Suttsu,
Hokkaido where the first stage (literature review) of "nuclear waste" accepred, and
analyze the issue from the perspectives of economic profitability (subsidies, etc.),
municipal finance (declining population and rate of fiscal soundness), and social
consensus (agreement of residents). The Nuclear Waste Management Organization
(NUMO) was established in 2000 as the implementing agency for the "Final Disposal
Law." In December 2002, NUMO began soliciting applications from municipalities
throughout Japan for candidate sites for the first phase of the literature review. Aside from
Toyo Town, there are 14 other municipalities that were considered to apply for the
literature survey area. Many of these municipalities were on the verge of financial collapse
due to chronic financial difficulties as well as reductions in local allocation taxes resulting
from the Trinity Reform under the Koizumi administration. The main goal of the
application was to restore their finances through the three power grants. In particular, an
analysis of the discussions at the current 14 dialogue meetings with NUMO in Suttsu-cho
shows that they are either against (danger, NIMBY) or in favor (safety, fiscal). In the
discussions, no scenario analysis (10, 20, or 30 years from now) based on demographic
trends, such as fiscal soundness indicators derived from municipal accounting, has been
conducted. Based on the nuclear power policy, this scenario analysis of municipal finances
(population decline and fiscal soundness rate) is expected to have a significant impact on
social consensus (consensus of residents).
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