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Abstract

This paper examines the domestic politics and diplomacy of the Maldives, based on
the records of interviews conducted by the author in the Maldives. I interviewed Mr.
Ahmed Khaleel, Minister of State and Mr. Koji Kaneko, Counselor of the Embassy of
Japan in the Maldives. The Maldives rejoined the Commonwealth in 2020 after leaving it
in 2016. That means the Maldives rejoined the Commonwealth shortly after it left it.
Therefore, I tried to find out what it means for Maldives to join the Commonwealth. From
the interview with the Minister, it was found that the great significance of joining the
Commonwealth for the Maldives is the improvement of the international status of the
Maldives. In addition, I also tried to analyze the relationship with Japan, which provides a
large amount of aid to the Maldives.
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