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Feasibility of direct train service from Tokyo to London:
Profit and loss account for the Trans-Siberian Railway extension concept
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(Abstract)

In 2016, Russia proposed extending the Trans-Siberian Railway to Hokkaido, which
attracted a great deal of attention in Japan. However, upon closer inspection of the contents
of this proposal, it can be said that it was not a proposal that necessarily had merit on the Jap-
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anese side, but rather reflected the aspirations of the Russian side. Despite this, the Japanese
government, which wants to increase momentum for the return of the Northern Territories,
has shown an attitude of considering it positively, just as it would other economic cooperation
projects. The Abe administration wanted to do favors to Russia and extract concessions on
the Northern Territories issue. The Russian government was taking advantage of Japanese
weakness. The proposed extension of the Trans-Siberian Railway to Hokkaido also had great
implications for Russia in countering China’s growing influence in the Far East and Siberia. If
the Belt and Road Initiative is fully realized, there is a risk that Russia’s position as a land
bridge connecting Europe and Asia will be seriously undermined. To avoid that risk, Russia
wanted to modernize the Trans-Siberian Railway and extend it to Hokkaido. Japan seems to
be able to make its own position more advantageous by considering the circumstances on
the Russian side.
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