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(Abstract)

In recent years, presidential elections in the Maldives have exhibited an alternation
between pro-India and anti-India leadership. This oscillation can be understood as a manifes-
tation of the Maldives’ strategic positioning within the broader geopolitical contest, shaped
by China’s intensified engagement in the Indian Ocean and India’s corresponding efforts to
safeguard its traditional sphere of influence.

President Muizzu won the election under the slogan “India Out.” At first, he demon-
strated an anti-India stance and moved quickly closer to China. However, he eventually
shifted his position, softening his anti-India rhetoric and moving toward India. Why did
Muizzu change course? The background lies in the fact that the Maldives is heavily depen-
dent on India—not only in its key tourism industry, but also in defense, education,
healthcare, and even in securing foodstuffs and daily necessities. In this sense, the “India
Out” slogan was unrealistic from the beginning. Furthermore, the Maldives owes about USD
1.3 billion to China, which represents the largest share of its external debt, making it difficult
to pursue even deeper dependence on China.

As for the future course of the Muizzu administration, it is not that he has abandoned
pro-China policies or transformed into a pro-India leader. Rather, it seems likely that he will
continue to tactically leverage both India and China—encouraging competition between
them—in order to secure the most advantageous support for the Maldives.
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