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Abstract

This study examines the concept of "New Quality Productive Forces" in China and
its social implementation, focusing on autonomous driving and smart city construction in
the Yongchuan District of Chongqing. By analyzing the deployment process of
autonomous driving technology through a specific cross-section, this paper illustrates how
digital policies, urban spatial restructuring, and industrial agglomeration are conceptualized
and integrated within the framework of regional development.

The analysis is based on a review of policy documents from both central and local
governments and existing literature, supplemented by insights gained from field visits
conducted between 2024 and 2025. These visits included test rides in autonomous vehicles,
observations of urban spaces, visits to smart city exhibition facilities, and the collection of
local materials. Through this multi-faceted approach, the study evaluates how autonomous
driving is implemented not merely as a technological advancement in transportation, but
as part of a broader framework encompassing urban governance, industrial policy, and
digital infrastructure strategy.

The findings reveal that autonomous driving in Yongchuan functions as a core
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element of a digital-led urban development model rather than as an isolated technical
experiment. This case provides an example of the concrete manifestation of "New Quality
Productive Forces" in China. From a comparative research perspective, it is considered
capable of providing meaningful insights for examining smart city policies and
autonomous driving governance in other countries, including Japan.
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